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Our Next Meeting is Thursday, March, 19, 2020 at 7:00 PM, eariy arrivals, 6:00 PM 


Obsolete US coin types bring about lots of good Family Memories 


Club Meeting Calendar for 2020 


Jan. 16 
Feb. 20 
Mar. 19 
Apr. 16 


May 21 
June 18 
July 16 
Aug. 20 


Sep.17 
Oct. 15 
Nov. 19 
Dec. 17 


When Charlie met Lena 



An 1887 Liberty Seated with legend dime graded MS-62 by PCGS 


When we purchase items sueh as groeeries, presents or dining out we 
use the eredit eard rather than eash. Even numismatists use eredit eards 
beeause it is so eonvenient, but at the time 
my grandparents were eelebrating their 
golden wedding anniversary in 1949, the 
eredit eard was in its infaney. They paid in 
eash, using many of the same type eoins 
that exist today. However, during their 
lifetime the eash they used ineluded a wide 
variety of type eoins that eame and went. 

My grandfather was bom in 1875 and my grandmother, in 
1877 at the tine the Liberty Seated dime was riding high. In 1887, one 
deeade later, both the Philadelphia and San Franeiseo Mints stmek 
millions of them and they are eonsidered fairly eommon dates. During 
that deeade, a dime had the purehasing power of $2.72. Sometime in 
1898, the two of them met at a bloek party in the lower east side of 
Manhattan. By then, the Barber eoinage silver type had replaeed the 
now long obsolete Liberty Seated type. 



An 1898 Barber dime graded MS-64 by PCGS 
16 million were struck at the Philadelphia Mint that year. 

In 1898, a dime had the purehasing power of $3.12 



Lena and Charlie in 1899 


The Coins Grandma and grandpa used 
(Although not the specific ones shown) 

By Amo Safran 



An 1881 Indian Head cent graded MS-64 RB by PCGS 
CAC approved 

In 1881, a cent had the purchasing power of a quarter 
today, and at the age of six; it is unlikely that my grandpa used 
any coin denomination other than a cent. It was probably not as 
attractive as the uncirculated 1881 Red-Brown Indian Head cent 
specimen pictured above. During this period there were actually 
four active mint facilities striking coins across the nation, at 
Philadelphia, New Orleans, San Francisco and Carson City with 
the three lowest denominations, the cent, three cent and five 
cent nickel denominations being produced only at the 
Philadelphia Mint. Regarding the 3 c nickel coin in which over 
one million wee stmek in 1881; the denomination was by and 
large produced to buy first class postage stamps. Shortly 
afterwards, in 1883, first class postage was reduced to two-cents 
but by then, the two cent bronze coin had long been ended. 



The “key date” 1885 Liberty Head 5c nickel graded MS-62 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 

Imagine putting away an 1885 Liberty niekel in mint state at 
age 12. After the Blizzard of Mareh, 1888, a saloon keeper spotted my 
12 year old grandpa and asked him to plow the sidewalk in front of the 
bar. He offered him a niekel and free eold euts and beer for dong the 
job. Grandpa thanked him but deeided to give the eoin to his mother 
beeause baek then, a niekel had the purehasing power of $1.25. 

(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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The Coins Grandma and grandpa used 

(Continued from previous page) 



An 1896 Barber quarter graded MS-64 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 

What about grandma? She didn’t arrive in the United States 
with her parents, two sisters and a younger brother until mueh later, so 
she didn’t start handling US eoinage until she turned 19 in 1996. Baek 
then, women didn’t make mueh of a salary. Some worked six days a 
week, ten hours a day for $4.50 whieh translates into a wage of seven 
and a half eents an hour. In order to earn twenty-five eents, whieh 
probably didn’t look anything like the beautiful toned mint state Barber 
quarter shown direetly above; young women starting out in the labor 
foree had to work three and a half hours in order to reaeh that total. 

In 1896, a quarter had the purehasing power of $7.70. 



An 1895 Barber half-dollar graded MS-63 by PCGS 

After meeting eaeh other in 1898, Charlie took Lena to 
Coney Island on a date. There were no subways baek then so they rode 
the trolley whieh eost a niekel per person, but sinee one had to transfer 
from one trolley line to another in order to get there, you needed to 
reeeive a free transfer from the trolley driver. After spending a 
delightful day pienieking and swimming on the beaeh, grandpa realized 
that he didn’t have enough money to make it all the way baek to the 
lower east side of Manhattan having already used up the fifty eents he 
took with him, so he and Lena walked aeross the Brooklyn Bridge all 
the way to the their area. Fortunately, at 23 and 21 respeetively, the 
healthy young eouple had the stamina to aeeomplish the feat despite 
that hot summer evening, ehatting with eaeh other as they erossed the 
eobblestone streets to their respeetive apartment houses. Besides, they 
were already very mueh in love. Baek then, a half-dollar had the 
purehasing power of $ 11.60. 



An 1899-0 Morgan dollar graded MS-63 by PCGS. With 12,290,000 
compared with oniy 330,000 for the 1899-P, it is far more common. 


The eouple married on Lineoln’s birthday, Feb. 12, 1899. By 
then, grandpa was earning around $8.00 a week and Lena $5.00, so 
together they were making enough money to use a Morgan dollar as 
part of their ehange, exeept they probably never saw one beeause on the 
east eoast, these popular numismatie eolleetibles of today were seldom 
seen, let alone used by the eitizenry of that era. Baek then, banks stored 
them in mint-sewn bags as speeie to support huge business investments 
and loans. In 1899 a dollar had the purehasing power of $31.20. 



An 1900 Liberty Head $2.50 quarter eagie graded MS-64+ 
CAC approved [Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


Between 1900 and 1910, the pair had three daughters, 
Gertrude, bom in Deeember of 1900, Hannah, the author’s mother, in 
late August, 1903 and Stella, in May of 1910. Regarding the gold 
issues, as with the Morgan silver dollars, it is doubtful whether many 
members in the labor foree living in the eastern eities of the nation ever 
reeeived one like the eoin shown above in their pay envelope sinee they 
hardly eireulated during the last twenty years of the 19^^ eentury into 
the first six years of the 20^^. 

In 1900, the $2.50 gold quarter-eagle had the purehasing 
power of $77.10. 



The three cent type & sub-type varieties of 1909 
Indian Head, Lincoin VDB & No VDB 


In 1909, Charlie turned 34 and Lena, 32. The author’s aunt 
Gertmde was eight and his mother, Hannah, just five. Lena was 
earrying Stella who would enter the world in the following year. The 
era of Theodore Roosevelt, who beeame president upon the 
assassination of William MeKinley in 1901, winning a seeond term in 
the eleetion of 1904 was eoming to an end despite being one of our 
most popular presidents. Not wishing to serve a third term, he threw his 
politieal weight to William Howard Taft who won the 1908 eleetion 
being inaugurated on Mareh 4, 1909. By that time our four gold 
denominations had been replaeed due to Teddy Roosevelt’s efforts and 
his friendship with Augustus Saint-Gaudens, arguably the most famous 
seulptor of the period, whieh resulted in the ereation of a new $20.00 
double eagle design type along with a $10 eagle followed by Bela Lyon 
Pratt’s ineuse $5.00 half eagle and $2.50 quarter-eagle designs; none of 
whieh would have been observed by families of the laboring elass for 
the foregoing reasons. On the other hand, a ehange in the design type of 
the lowly eent denomination would be notieed beeause it was the most 
frequently used denomination. It is even possible that my Aunt 
Gertmde and mother notieed the new eent type when they used the eoin 
to buy eandy. By 1909, a eent had the purehasing power of 28 eents. 


(Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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The Coins Grandma and grandpa used 

(Continued from previous page) 



1913 Type 1, Bison on mound and type 2, Bison on straight iine 
PCGS graded Type 1, MS-65 and Type 2, MS-64 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 

Minor transitional date parings can be just as much fun to collect 
as major design changes occurring in the same year, but the average 
citizen may not be aware of the subtleties involved, let alone the reason 
for the modification as much as a numismatist would be. Regarding the 
1883 V nickel coin, the word CENTS had been omitted in the first type. 
Wily con-artists gold plated the coin hoping that merchant would 
consider the V on the reverse to mean $5.00 and accept $4.95 in change 
for a five-cent cigar since it looked so much like a $5.00 Liberty gold 
half-eagle, a similar type that had been around for years. In the case of 
the Indian Head/ Bison nickel, the raised mound the denomination, 
FIVE CENTS tended to wear out more quickly since it was raised on 
the coin whereas on the second type, it was recessed under the exergue 
and protected. The author doubts whether his grandparents would have 
noticed these subtleties since a nickel had the purchasing power of 950 
in 1913 and was the workhorse of the economy. 



1916-P Barber and Mercury dimes both graded MS-64 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 


In 1916, both the dime and the quarter underwent changes in design 
that year but the changeover for the latter occurred late in the year with 
only 52,000 struck for the new Standing Liberty quarter. As a result, 
most of the public were aware of the new Winged Liberty Mercury 
dine type but probably unaware of the new Standing Liberty quarter. 
By 1917, the Standing Liberty quarter would be better known but 
whether the public recognized the subtle differences between the Type 
1 and 2 sub-types is doubtful because most of the labor force couldn’t 
afford to keep them. A quarter had the purchasing power of $3.28. 



1917-P Standing Liberty quarter Type 1 & 2 sub-types 
ICG graded Type one, MS-63 and Type 2, MS-64 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 



A 1920 Waiking Liberty haif-doiiar graded MS-64+ by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 

From 1892 thru 1933, the fifty-cent denomination circulated 
heavily with the result that even the commoner dates of both the Barber 
and Walking Liberty series are scarce to rare in AU-58 thru 
uncirculated. 1920 turned out to be a high water market for U.S. coin 
mintages and the coin shown above had a mintage of 6.3 million. 
Enough uncirculated specimens were saved making this one of the few 
commoner dates of that era. Still, compared with the 1946-D with 
slightly over 2 million struck, in MS-63, the 1920-P is listed at $700 
while the far lower mintage 1946-D Walking Liberty half is listed at 
just $60. Why, the disparity? From 1934 on, dealers started saving 
mint-state US coins by the roll as soon as they left the mint. The 
vending machine industry decided not to use a fifty-cent size slot in 
their machines and finally starting around 1941, the majority of 
Americans found the 30.6 mm size half-dollar to be cumbersome but 
when Charley and Lena were still in their prime, the half-dollar 
represented a ton of money since its purchasing power in 1920 was 
$6.37 and was frequently used for a number of basic items. 



A 1932 Washington quarter graded MS-65 by NGC 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view all coins on is page.] 

In 1926, Charlie and Lena became grandparents when Cousin 
Ralph was bom. He would be the first of six grandchildren. What did 
the birth of grandchildren in the writer’s family have to do with 
numismatics? It was the Washington quarter, first stmck in 1932 to 
celebrate the bi-centennial of George Washington’s birth. Due to the 
Great Depression no quarters were stmck in 1933, but from 1934 on, 
the design created by John Flanagan exists to this day, some 88 years 
later. As children, all of us remember fondly going to our grandparents’ 
apartment house whose front was possibly as much as three to four 
stories lower than its back due to a large cobblestone street rising up a 
steep hill some one hundred feet to the next cross street. On many 
occasions the three daughters’ families would meet there for a delicious 
dinner, share experiences and wait for the big moment before leaving in 
the late afternoon for Grandpa Charlie to ask 
that important question, “Did you behave 
yourself?” We each nodded in the affirmative. 

Sometimes he would give us a tiny ivory 
shaped animal that was attached to the cap of 
a large size round bottle of red wine, but most 
of the time he would give us a Washington 
quarter which during the late 1930s thm the 
1940s had the purchasing power of $3.85. 

Our grandparents lived into the late 1950s and 
were dearly loved. So were the memories! Lena & Charlie in 1952 
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AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 20, 2020 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Sunrise Grill 
by President, Steve Nix. We had 46 members and one guest 
present. 

Secretary’s Report: 

The January 15, 2020 minutes were not read, a copy to be kept 
on file. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was sent by email by Stacey Plooster. 
We have $12,077.78 deposited in the checking account. 

Prize Winners: 

John Mason and Holly Cannon both won a 2020 Silver Eagle. 
Winner of the 50/50 raffle was Andrea Price ($67.00). 

Spring Coin Show May 15th (Friday) and May 16th 
(Saturday) 2020 David Chism - Bourse Chairman. 

The Spring Coin Show will be held at the Columbia County 
Exhibition Center located at the Grovetown Wal-Mart at Exit 
190. David reported 45 tables are already sold. David 
mentioned that the dealers can now set up on Thursday night 
before the show from 4 to 8 pm. 

Show & Tell: 

Everett Price displayed a strange coin for the membership to 
identify. It was a Roman coin dated around 100 A.D. 

Dorsey displayed an 1897 Top 100 Morgan Dollar VAM 6A 
from The Great Northwest Collection by NGC. 

The Program: 

Club president, Steve Nix gave a program regarding the 
various choices for the 2020 Augusta coin medallion. He 
presented 12 possible sites which included: 

The Bell Auditorium (1940) 

Downtown Augusta Skyline 
Gertrude Herbert Institute of Art (1818) 

The Imperial Theater (1918) 

The James Oglethorpe Statue (2003) 

The Old First Baptist Church of Augusta (1903) 

The Lamar Building (1916) 

Paine College (1920s) 

The Planters Hotel (built 1870) 

Trinity Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (1890s) 

Augusta River walk Amphitheater 

Railroad Bridge over the Savannah River @ Augusta 

And the winner was the Railroad Bridge over the Savannah 

River @ Augusta 

Old Business: 

2020 Club dues $15.00 per year are due. We had 2 juniors 
draw from the junior box of coins. 

New Business: 

The following members got perfect attendance for 2019 and 
will receive free membership dues for 2020: Amo Safran, John 
Attaway, John Mason, Steven Nix, Everett Price, Tommy 
Rhoden, R.J. Vero, Jr., and Charles White. 


Area Shows: 

Atlanta, Ga. ANA Febmary 27-29, 2020 

Chattanooga, TN (state show) March 6-8, 2020 
Raleigh, NC March 7-8, 2020 

Our Monthly Coin Auction: 

Glenn Sanders ran the auction (13 lots). John Mason and 
Everett Price delivered the goods as the auction was carried on 
therefore speeding the auction up. Our bids recorder was David 
Chism. 

Su&mUted) 

Sfwmod CUtawwf^ 


Report on the ANA National Money Show in Atlanta 

Since 2000, the American Numismatic Association, 
(headquartered in Colorado Springs) has held four major shows 
in the Cobb Galleria located off 1-75 in the northern portion of 
Atlanta. When the newsletter editor moved to the CSRA in late 
2000 from New Jersey, the ANA show had been held that 
summer at the Philadelphia Convention Center, a 65 mile drive 
from his home; so it was nice to learn that the 2001 summer 
show would be held in nearby Atlanta, just a IVi drive from 
Augusta. Shortly thereafter, around 2002, the ANA began 
holding shorter three day shows in different locations within the 
United States but from a geographic point of view, those living 
in the Central Savannah River area were blessed because a 
number of these were held in locations that never exceeded five 
hours driving time. These included one in Jacksonville, FL. 
Feb. 2002, Charlotte, NC in March of 2003 and 2007 , (three 
hours drive from Augusta) and Atlanta in April, 2006, Feb 28- 
Mar. 1, 2014 and most recently this past Feb. 27-29 in Atlanta. 

All five were worth attending because of the large 
number of dealers, set up, the excellent exhibits displayed and 
the numismaniac friends one sees from different parts of the 
country. The most recent one was just as enjoyable, so the next 
time you get a chance to attend a major show, don’t be “square”, 
be there! 



GOLD ★ SILVER ★ CURRENCY ★ TOKENS ★ MEDALS 
EXONUMIA ^ JEWELRY ^ COLLECTIBLES ^ SUPPLIES 


FREE 

ADMISSION 
FREE PARKING 
, PUBUC INVITED r- 


FRIDAY, MAY 15^H& 
SATURDAY, MAY 16^^ 
9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 


COLUMBIA COUNTY EXHIBITION CENTER 
212 Partnership Drive - Grovetown, Georgia 


Exit 190 on 1 - 20 , go south one block, turn left and drive straight into Exhibition Center. ; . i 

v>V I- 

RAFFLE DRAWING 
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 
Purchase tickets from Club 
Members or at Registration. 

Sponsored by: | I 

©©OBsfl ©nyi ; 1 

On Site ! 

YN PROGRAM - Saturday at Noon' i 
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What is interesting about the $2.00 Silver 
Certificate,”Series of 1891”'! 



An example of the $2.00 Silver certificate Series of 1891 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view aii coins on is page.] 

The portrait on the center of the face of the Series of 
1891 $2.00 silver certificate is that of William Windom, (1827- 
1891) a well known politician from Minnesota who served as a 
member of the House of Representatives from 1859-1866, 
appointed to the Senate ion July 15, 1870 upon the death of Sen. 
Daniel S Norton and served until March, 1881 when President 
James Garfield appointed him as Secretary of the Treasury. He 
resigned to become Senator again, serving out the term that 
ended in 1883. When President Benjamin Harrison took office, 
he asked Windom to become Sec. of the Treasury again. Upon 
his death in 1891, he was posthumously honored by being 
placed on the centerpiece of the $2.00 silver certificate Bank 
note shown above. His portrait was engraved by W. G. Philips. 
A silver certificate was a bank note that enabled the holder to 
cash it in for silver coinage. The note had a short run and is 
pricey in mint-state today. 

What makes the note above so interesting is that the 
Senator’s great grandson, 

William Windom of the same 
name, (1923-2012) appeared in 
numerous movies and television 
series, among them, as the 
prosecutor in the movie, “To Kill 
a Mocking Bird” starring 
Gregory Peck, a wacked-out Star 
Trek admiral in the episode 
called “The Doomsday Machine” 
and the long running mystery 
series Murder, She Wrote as Dr. 

Seth Haslet. 



Kindly Patronize our Advertisers 


Since 1941 

Gfein^s Oiare Goins 

3830 Washington Rd., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
- ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 
(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 

COIN APPRAISALS 

STEVE DAMRON 

Ph: (706) 755-2249 
Fax: (706) 755-2461 
Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sat. 9:30 AM -1:00 PM 

gggggig^—gBB: 
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LIFE MEMBER 





Respectful, Frieudly & Courteous Service 


Augusta Coin Exchange 

-JOHN M. RUSINKO-^ 



Mon - Fri 111AM - 4PM 706.210.5486 I 702.845.1934 
Sat 111AM - 4PM JR.Rusinko@yahoo.com 

Member : ANA-R147538. CAC, SeniorCoins1792@gmail.eom - 
PCGS, NGC &. ICTA 4015 Washington Rd, STE - L 

Dealer LIC # 40829 Buying and Selling Martinez. GA 30907 



NOW OPEN @ 117 WEST SIXTH STREET 

WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY—10AM TO 5PM 
BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 

WILL BUY SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 

WWW.FLEETWOODCOINS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 
PHONE—706-551-5115 



Lafiy’Li 


r.'Uany.Uucree 

Buying CdinS; Currency; 
^JvQold & Silver Bullion 


|RO Box 6606. 

’■^ugusta> Ga 30916 " ' 

, Pkorte {706) 339.-7275 
''fe(7.0f))'8^)9-4030 

5 ^olkanJc<^s@coracast.iiet 
ipCGgl&KGC AatLorized Deal, 



































